H3582

leadership to allow this budget to be
brought at once to the floor and at
least give the House the fleeting and
perhaps final chance to avert the fiscal
crisis that looms before us.

Given the fact that there is no cred-
ible plan even being considered to
avert this crisis, the RSC budget may
represent the last best hope of restor-
ing our government to solvency and as-
suring that we can continue to provide
for the common defense and promote
the general welfare for ourselves and
our posterity.

PHILIPS LIGHTING FACTORY
CLOSING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) for 5
minutes.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, earlier
this year, I stood in Fall River, Massa-
chusetts, and told our country the
story of that proud and resilient city.

Today, for nearly 200 working fami-
lies, that resilience is being tested be-
cause, this week, after celebrating $342
million in profits, Philips Lighting an-
nounced that they would be closing
their factory in Fall River and moving
those jobs to Mexico. Almost 200 loyal,
lifelong employees are left behind, ca-
reers upended, savings lost. Mortgages,
healthcare bills, tuition payments will
be missed.

For the 61-year-old worker who is
near retirement and paying off his
daughter’s student loans, a meager in-
vestment in workforce retraining is
not worth all that much.

For the countless workers who sit
around dining room tables in south-
eastern Massachusetts tonight trying
to figure out how their family budget
can absorb impossible cuts, bland lip
service given by this White House yes-
terday means nothing.

But that is not even the whole story.
Philips Lighting shareholders are being
showered with $187.4 million in stock
buybacks because of Donald Trump’s
tax plan.

Make no mistake, that is the legacy
of this tax bill: working families that
are left sorting through the wreckage
while CEOs bask in windfalls; lights
turned off on empty American factory
floors while shareholders grin around
boardroom tables; success somehow de-
fined in dividends and return on invest-
ment rather than in jobs, in paychecks,
in families supported, retirements
earned, and dreams realized.

Yes, Fall River is a unique city, but
across this country, other families and
communities find themselves in the
same impossible place as economic
afterthoughts in a Republican economy
increasingly tilted towards the privi-
leged and the powerful with a govern-
ment that refuses to hear their voices.

HONORING SALSA SOKOLSKI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
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Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late a constituent from Warren County
who has a truly remarkable story, an
American story.

Salsa Ananda Catherina grew up in
rural Indonesia on the central island of
Java. She was raised by her grand-
mother and uncle and lived in a house
without electricity, where water came
from an underground spring.

Salsa left home at age 16 to go to
work for Sony TV in Malaysia. Most of
the money she made was sent home to
help her family, primarily for her
brother and his four children, but also
to her uncle, who helped raise her.

Salsa moved to Hong Kong at the age
of 26 to work with families. She helped
raise children, did cooking and general
housekeeping. Again, most of the
money she made was sent back to Indo-
nesia to help her family survive.

It was in Hong Kong that Salsa
taught herself how to speak English,
and, today, she not only speaks English
fluently, but she is also fluent in more
than six languages, all of them self-
taught.

It was in Hong Kong that Salsa met
her future husband, Lincoln Sokolski,
who was there on business. Lincoln is
president of Whirley-DrinkWorks! in
Warren, Pennsylvania. The pair dated
long distance for 5 years, and in 2010,
Salsa came to the United States on a
fiancee visa.

Salsa and Lincoln were married in
Warren on July 10, 2010, on the beau-
tiful grounds of the Crary Museum.
Salsa’s first job was as a volunteer at
the Warren County YMCA. She helped
greet guests and performed other cus-
tomer service responsibilities.

A year later, Salsa had done some-
thing she had never done before: she
learned to drive. She obtained her driv-
er’s license and started working at
Blair, in the packaging area. Salsa had
never driven a car prior to moving to
the United States.

She would soon take a job at
Whirley-DrinkWorks! in the office per-
forming administrative functions, com-
munications, and human resources. In
her more than 5 years at Whirley-
DrinkWorks!, she has become a highly
valued and respected teammate. Salsa
has also been recognized for her team-
work, positive attitude, and always
coming to work with the highest integ-
rity and loyalty to the company.

In 2013, Salsa graduated from the
yvear-long Leadership Warren program,
which is designed to educate future
leaders on how to work with nonprofit
organizations and help them achieve
sustained success. One key project her
team took on was to help teach dis-
advantaged children how to read.

Salsa and Lincoln are very active in
giving back to the community with
their time, leadership, and personal re-
sources to help make Warren County a
better place to live and work. Among
the organizations the Sokolskis have

April 26, 2018

worked with include the Warren
YMCA, the United Fund of Warren
County, Struthers Library Theatre,
Warren General Hospital, Salvation
Army, and numerous others.

Mr. Speaker, Salsa Sokolski’s story
doesn’t end there. On February 2, 2018,
Salsa achieved one of her greatest ac-
complishments, something she con-
siders to be her highest honor—she be-
came a U.S. citizen.

Mr. Speaker, I want to remark on
what an incredible person Salsa
Sokolski is. From working hard to
take care of her family, to teaching
herself more that six languages and
giving back to her community, Salsa
truly is impressive.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Salsa on
achieving her American citizenship. I
am proud to call her a fellow Amer-
ican.

——————

103RD ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. SCHIFF) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, on Tues-
day, the world marked the 103rd anni-
versary of the Armenian Genocide, the
systematic murder of 1.5 million Arme-
nians and the displacement of millions
more in the Ottoman Empire from 1915
to 1923.

In my district in Los Angeles, 1
joined tens of thousands of descendants
of genocide survivors and others to
march through the streets, a living tes-
tament to the resilience of the Arme-
nian people. Yet, in our Nation’s Cap-
ital, the White House and Congress
were once again sadly silent, failing to
properly recognize the genocide.

More than a century after the Arme-
nian Genocide, it is our solemn respon-
sibility to remember those who were
lost, to seek justice and restitution,
and to educate Americans and the
world about the crime of genocide.

A recent poll of Americans found
that the details of the Holocaust are
increasingly fading from memory, par-
ticularly among younger generations.
Two-thirds of millennials do not know
what Auschwitz is or what happened
there, and many others of all ages
couldn’t answer basic questions about
the Holocaust. As someone who lost
family members in the Holocaust, I
find these results horrifying.

There is no doubt that public under-
standing of the Armenian Genocide is
far lower, and that is due, in part, to
the silence of those who should be lead-
ing the conversation about it and to
Turkey’s nefarious campaign of denial.

How many Americans know of Red
Sunday, the day in 1915 in which Arme-
nian leaders and intellectuals in Con-
stantinople were rounded up to be sent
to camps from which many would
never return?

How many know of the concentration
camps in Deir ez-Zor, where Armenians
were tortured, raped, and starved?

How many Americans know that, in
the years after the genocide, through
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